Vaccines for Category A bioterrorism diseases.
Vaccination programmes are very successful as a preventive strategy against many infectious diseases which have had a major impact on human morbidity and mortality. One of these diseases, smallpox, has been eliminated as a natural infection. The recent concern about biological attacks has turned attention to the use of an immunisation programme to prevent infection with what are considered the most significant potentially harmful biowarfare pathogens. This review puts into perspective the available information on current immunisation and newer vaccine options for anthrax, smallpox, tularaemia, plague and botulism.